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INTRODUCTION


When we consider the life and ministry of the Apostle Paul, we immediately sense that he was truly an amazing person! A giant of the faith and one of the first missionaries sent out by the Church, Paul went on three missionary campaigns throughout the Middle East and southern Europe, wrote nearly half of the New Testament books, and suffered many things for Jesus Christ. Looking at Paul’s early years, no one would have expected him to have any good influence. When he was younger, he rejected Christ, hated Christians, & persecuted the Church. However, his life changed on the road to Damascus. It began with a blinding light!

I. HE WAS SPIRITUALLY BLIND BUT SAW A BLINDING LIGHT.

1. The source of that light was from Heaven.

(1) This was not an inner light—some intuitive insight.

(2) This was a light from Heaven—sent by God.

2. That light flashed around him. 

(1) The light flashed—clearly seen by Paul.

(2) The light was sent to open Paul’s spiritual eyes—a personal revelation.

This was no false light duplicated by Satan. This was the genuine light shining from God’s throne. Paul did not question the source. He fell to the ground in fear and awe.

II. HE WAS PHYSICALLY BLINDED BUT SAW THE TRUTH SPIRITUALLY.

1. He saw the Lord in that blinding light.

(1) He realized he was in the presence of something special, someone unique.
(2) He wanted to know the Lord’s true identity: “Who are you, Lord?”
2. He learned that the Lord was none other than Jesus, whom he had rejected.

(1) Jesus identifies Himself as one whom Paul had been “persecuting.”
(2) Jesus is the Way, the Truth, and the Life—the only way to God the Father!

Paul saw the spiritual truth while being physically blinded. Sometimes, we have to be blinded to the physical world and its distractions to be able to see the spiritual truth. “I once was lost but now am found, was blind but now I see.” Amazing Grace!
III. WHILE PHYSICALLY BLIND, HE TRUSTED IN JESUS AS HIS SAVIOR.

1. When he recognized that this Lord was Jesus Christ, he became a believer.

(1) For Paul, there was no time for delay.

(2) He realized he must change his faith in the Law to faith in Jesus Christ.

2.
When he became a believer, he immediately changed his purpose in life.

(1)
He was going to Damascus to find and persecute Christians.
(2) He now was going to Damascus to find God’s will—to preach the Gospel.

Paul took “the road less traveled by”—not the one taken by philosophers, not the one taken by politicians, not the one taken by religionists, not the one taken by the crowd. He took “the Way” that leads to Heaven—the only Way, Jesus Christ the Savior!
CONCLUSION


Sometimes, we have to become physically blind to see the spiritual reality. We are so caught up in the world and its distractions that we cannot see the spiritual reality all around us. God has to slow us down so that we can be made aware of what is important in life. Paul needed God to slow him down and catch his attention. He did so by sending a blinding light. In the physical darkness, he saw the Light of the World in the midst of that darkness! He realized that he had been walking in darkness and gave himself fully to that Light. Are you walking in the darkness of this world? 
“Come to the Light; ‘tis shining for thee! Sweetly the Light has dawned upon me;
Once I was blind, but now I can see—The Light of the world is Jesus.”
